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Palestine. Demonstration in Ramallah

We are a group of Palestinian youths who have come together for the sole purpose of leaving
behind our political identities and affiliations, and deciding to put our best interests above all else,
united under our Palestinian flag. We have called for peaceful demonstrations on Tuesday, 15
March across the Palestinian nation — in the Gaza Strip and West Bank, the territories of 1948
and the Palestinian diaspora, calling out together one slogan: “The people want to end the
division!”

[…] The division among Palestinians must end. It has weakened our cause and instead of
remaining the internationally-renowned symbol of a righteous and lawful struggle that it has
always been, it has deteriorated into an illusion of authority and positions, allowing our occupier
and real oppressor, Israel, to violate us. Israel continues to kidnap and imprison more innocent
Palestinians without fair trials, to invade our territories, wreck our homes, uproot our trees, steal
our heritage, bomb our cities and besiege the Gaza Strip for five consecutive years. Israel
continues to violate UN resolutions without anyone holding it accountable. And with the lack of a
proper Palestinian leadership, there will be no stopping Israel from doing what it wants.

So our message is clear and simple: end the division, turn to Palestinian public opinion and work
for the prosperity of Palestinians to pave the way for the establishment of our democratic,
independent Palestinian state. Unity is due.

Rawan Abu-Shahla The Electronic Intifada 14 March 2011
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Post-scriptum :

Photos © Gary Fields
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